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REMARKS 

Prosecution and consideration of the claimed subject 
matter in the accompanying substitute patent application is 
respectfully requested. 

The specification has been amended at page 42 to 
correct an obvious error. Claims 1, 7, 18, 33, 39, 45, 47, and 
► 48 have been amended. Claims 2-6, 10-17, 21, 25, 27, 29-31, 35- 

38, and 40-44 have been cancelled pursuant to the Restriction. 
Claims' 52 and 53 have been added. Claims 1, 7-9, 18-20, 22-24, 
26, 28, 32-34, 39, and 45-53 are in the case and are before the 
Examiner . 

A. The Amendments 

The specification has been amended at page 42 to 
delete an obvious error relating to an insert in Domain II or 
the immunogenic loop of HBc . The immunogenic loop is described 
through out the specification as being present between residue 
positions about 76 through about 85, e.g., "in the HBc 
immunodominant loop (i.e., between residue positions about 76 
through about 85) 11 [page 18, four lines up from the bottom] . 
Similarly, Domain II is described as being a sequence peptide- 
bonded to residue 75 of Domain I, e.g., " (i) zero to all 
residues in the sequence of HBc positions 76 through 85 are 
present peptide-bonded to..." [page 21, first full paragraph] , 
with Domain III comprising residue 86 through residue 135, e.g., 
"Domain III is an HBc sequence from position 86 through position 
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135 peptide -bonded to residue 85 of Domain II" [page 21, second 
full paragraph] . Thus, the recitation of an insertion of a 
single residue into the sequence of Domain II at the position of 
residue 75 as was stated at page 42 is clearly an error, and 
that error has been corrected herein. 

The claims have been cancelled in view of the 
restriction and the election of Claim Group II (discussed below) 
that required further cancellations. The claims have also been 
amended to recite a preference stated at page 3 6 and also at 
page 42 for the insertion of "one or more chemically non- 
reactive heterologous amino acid residues" in the immunodominant 
loop for dependent claims. An error in the designation of 
subparagraph (iii) of claim 18 has also been corrected. It is 
thus seen that no new patter has been added. 

B. The Election 

The Restriction divided the claims into three groups. 
Group II that contains claims 1-9, 18-36 and 39-51 drawn to 
methods of treating chronic hepatitis is hereby elected without 
traverse. The Restriction also required if Group II were 
elected, that a further election between in inventions (A) or 
(B) , directed to the presence of an epitope that is a B cell or 
T cell epitope, respectively, be made. Invention (B) directed 
to a T cell epitope is hereby elected without traverse. 

C. Summary 

Claims 1, 7, 18, 33, 39, 45, 47, and 48 have been 
amended. Claims 2-6, 10-17, 21, 25, 27, 29-31, 35-38, and 40-44 
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have been cancelled pursuant to the Restriction. Claims 52 and 
53 have been added. The requested election of a claim group has 
been made. It is therefore believed that this application is in 
condition for examination on the merits. 

An Information Disclosure Statement based upon the 
parental filing, and Form PTO-144 9 are enclosed. 

No further fee or petition is believed to be 
necessary. However, should any further fee be needed, please 
charge our Deposit Account No. 23-0920, and deem this paper to 
be the required petition. This paper is. being filed in 
duplicate . 

The Examiner is requested to phone the undersigned 
should any questions arise that can be dealt with over the phone 
to expedite this prosecution. 



Respectfully submitted, 




Edward P. Gamson, Reg. No. 29,381 



WELSH & KATZ, LTD. 

120 South Riverside Plaza, 22nd Floor 
Chicago, Illinois 60606 
Phone (312) 655-1500 
Fax No. (312) 655-1501 



